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work done on it is cumulative and the present study adequately com- 
plements the numerous other investigations which are being carried on 
in the region by the School of American Archaeology, the Bureau of 
American Ethnology, and the American Museum of Natural History. 
It is not only a good piece of work, it is, what is unfortunately much rarer, 
a good piece of work in the right place. The information contained in it 
can and will be used at once by a number of students. 

In the text many interesting points are brought out. It is shown 
that while the average Indian is more thoroughly conversant with his 
faunal environment than is the average white man, his knowledge falls 
far short of that omniscience with which he is usually credited. He 
knows, for instance, the jackrabbit from the cottontail, but does not dis- 
tinguish between the several species of each which occur in the region. 
His classification of animals is based on differences rather than on relation- 
ships. This last is only one of many statements which point the way 
toward interesting lines of investigation. Another relates to the super- 
stition, also current among whites, that the porcupine, when angry, can 
" shoot " his quills. Are there other such common beliefs? 

What we need in the present state of our investigations in the South- 
west is data rather than conclusions, and of the former we are supplied by 
" Tewa Ethnozoology " in generous measure. The partnership of trained 
ethnologist and trained zoologist is a singularly happy one, and it is to 
be hoped that they may continue their investigations, not only among 
the Pueblos but also among some one of the nomadic tribes of the region, 
the Navaho, Apache, or Ute. As the authors suggest, such tribes are 
more dependent on their animal environment than are the agricultural 
Pueblos, and their knowledge might differ both in quantity and in kind. 

A. V. Kidder 

Die aUthilringischen Funde von Weimar (5-7 Jahrhundert nach Chr.). Von A. 

GoTZE. Berlin: Verlegt bei Ernst Wasmuth A.-G., 1912. Quarto, yz pp., 

18 heliotype plates, i colored plate, etc. 

In this work of historico-archeological character, Dr Gotze makes 
splendid use of the antiquities in the City Museum at Weimar, that had 
been found at various times since 1886 in an ancient cemetery within the 
limits of the present city of Weimar, as well as of specimens from other 
parts of Weimar and its immediate environs. About half the specimens 
from this old cemetery are in the Royal Museum of Ethnology, Berlin; 
these will form the basis for another work. 

The graves were particularly rich in arms, ornaments, and articles 
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of household use. The mode of burial was the one dominant during the 
period in question. In a single instance the coffin was partially preserved 
and showed that use was made of a tree trunk. The disposal of the 
grave objects with reference to the skeleton was often such as to throw 
light on the manner in which these objects were used. 

Curiously enough the conquest of Thuringen by the Franks in 531 
left no record of itself in this old cemetery which was in use about 100 
years before and 100 years after the conquest. 

Of special interest are certain inscriptions. On a silver spoon in 
Niello is the word Basenae, the name of a Thiiringian queen of the fifth 
century who later became the wife of the Prankish King, Childerich I, 
and mother of Chlodwich I. Dr Gotze was able to decipher a number of 
runic inscriptions on ornaments, as well as to confirm archeologically 
historical traditions concerning the relations between the Thiiringian 
royal family and the Ostrogothic King Theodorich. He concludes that 
Weimar was in all probability the seat of Queen Amalaberga, a niece of 
Theodorich the Great, and therefore also the residence of the last Thiirin- 
gian King Hermanfried. George Grant MacCurdy 

Kinship and Social Organisation. By W. H. R. Rivers. London: Constable 
and Co., Ltd., 1914. (Studies in Economic and Political Science, No. 36.) 
Pp. vii, 96. {2s. 6d.) 

This little book, containing three lectures recently delivered at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science, should make a special 
appeal to American students. Dr Rivers here seeks to lift the so-called 
classificatory system of relationship, discovered by Lewis H. Morgan, 
out of the discredit into which it has fallen at the hands of critics, of 
whom Professor A. L. Kroeber of the University of California is mentioned 
as the most radical and uncompromising. The work, in consequence, 
bears a polemic stamp and sets forth in strong contrast the fundamental 
diflferences as respects method, which today divide anthropologists into 
warring schools. 

In a thoughtful article published five years ago in the Journal of the 
Royal Anthropological Institute (vol. xxxix), Professor Kroeber took the 
ground that the distinction between classificatory and descriptive systems, 
as ordinarily stated, is entirely fallacious, since eveiy language — high 
as well as low — "groups together under single designations many distinct 
degrees and kinds of relationship" (p. 77). The total number of dif- 
ferent relationships which can be distinguished is very large, running 
up into the hundreds; to enumerate and classify those of different 



